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COLONEL ROBERT NUGENT

Two years after the orgsnization of the &£9th New York Militis,
Robert Wugent, a native=born Irishznan, was couanissioned as Captein
in the rugiment, August 25th, 1855. He was proamoted to Msjor
June 6th, 1854 snd commissioned Lieutsnant-Colonel on August 26th, 1859.
He accompenied the regiment to Washington but a fall from his horse
prevented his participation in the battle of Bull Run. However, the
discerning eve of the brigsde comnender, Colonel W. T. Sherman,
selected him snd two other officers of the 69th New Tork Militis,
Capteins Jaunes xoily and Patrick Kelly, for regular sray captain's
comaissions as reward for their services. The war carcers of these
officers were to prove the wisdou and persnsicacity of the later famous
general's selection.

Assigned to the 13th U, 8. Infantry, he obtained leave of absence
from this regiment to sssist in the formetion of the Irish Brigsde,
and on November let, 1861, was commlesioned Colonel of the firet
reglment of the brigsde, the 69th New Tork Volunteers. Cool, cala,
imperturbable, with s high order of personal courege and initiative,
he admirably displayed all thesc qunlities in ection, and,in Colonel
Nugent, the first 0ld 69th had one of the best lesders thet it hes besn
the good fortune of succeeding 69th's to have had, either in war or in
pence,

Tounded seversly at Fredericksburg and while on convalescent
leave, Col. Nugent was appointed Assistant Provost Marshal for the
first nine Congreassionsl Dlaetricts of ¥ew York, vice Simeon Draper,

resigned, The Provost Marshal Jenerel, James B. Fry, in
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a letter to Governor Horatic Seymour, dated Aoril 24, 1863, and teo
Mavor George Opdyke of Wew York City, dated April 25th, announced
the mppointment of Col., Nugent ae Assistand Provost Marshal in
New York city, described the colonel as "an officer of superior
ebility and a gentleman of attalnments," The Boston Pilet, in
occmmenting on this appointment, aai%‘in ite issue of May 16th, 1863%:

"Col, Rugent's appointment and management are

likely to render a very cobjectionable office

lesea offenalive to the pubiiec always and de-

servedly jeelous of “heir rightae."

These nine congresclonal districts embraced:

Piret: gounties of Suffolk, Queens, Biochmond and Kings,
excepting the first sixteen wards if Brooklyn.

fenond The City of Brooklyn-the first twelve and ninsteenth
wards.,

Third: First, Second, Pifth and elghth warde of New York.
Fourth: Pourth, 8ixth, Penth and fourteenth wards of MNew York.
Fifth: 8eventh and thirteenth warde of New York, and thirteenth,
fourteenth, fifteenth and eixt-enth wards of Brooklyne
8ixthy Eleventh, fifteenth and nineteenth wards of New York
Seventh: Ninth, sixteenth and twentieth wards of New York.
Eighthy Twelfth, eightgenth, nineteenth, twentieth, twenty-
first mand twenty-gsecond wards of New York,
¥inths Counties of Westchester, Rockland and Putnaa.
In his instructions to Col. Wugsnt, the Provost Marshal
General wrote under dete of July 7th, 1363

"should you consider it umost expedient to doms so,
vou ere at liberty to executs Lhe drafi in New York
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by districts, in one or more at a given time,
rather than simultansously throughout the city.»

"In compliance with this order, Provost Marshal
Jenkins, of the ninth congressional distrioct in
New York, publicly ennounced through the press
that on Saturday, the llth, the ballots would be
publicly counted et the corner of 46th and 3rd Ave,
and thet immedistely thereafter the wheel would be
turned snd the draft begin,s=

No trouble was experienced and the next day, Sunday, July
12th, the nemes of the conscripts selected were published. The
following day, Monday, the dreadful riols commenced. There weres
no militia in the city to be called upon, all the reziments having
been celled out for duty elsewhere due to Lee's invasion of
Pemnsylvania, and the defence of the city rested upon the police
force and & small nmumber of soldiery. The following morning
Colonel Nupgent reported by wire to his chisf in Washington,

"The mob, some 10,000 strong, burned yesterday the
offices of the marshals of the ninth, eighth and

fifth districts., 8o far, the other officas are
unharmed, The records, books end papers have been nearly
all saved, There ars detmchments of regular troops
end msrines in the city numbering over 400, under

the command of General Harvey Brown, by order of

Ma jor-General Wool, The police force have rendered
efficient service,

The mob/this morning/ is, I understand, engeged in
burning private property in ths upper pert of the

city., The draft is for the present suspended.

I was placed in command of the ursenal lest night,

by order of Genersl Wool, and relieved this morning.
The arsenal is safe, My own dwelling has been gutted,
and I understand hee been burned down, The excitement
in the c¢ity is intense.*

The New York World reported
*On Monday evening, about the hour of 7:15 p. m. a
large crowd assembled on 4th Avenue and 86th St.

nusbaring nearly 1000 persons, men snd boys. They
first proweeded to the house of Col. Nugent, in 85th

¥ varce 20.'wa Yorlr ard tha Aanasarintinm he Tiwea- n = -~
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nesr Fourth Ave, which they completely destroyed

inside, pitching light and available articles into

the street«...oThe crowd only spared the bullding

from the lighted torch on accouut of a foremen of

one of the fire companies having property next door

to Cols Nugent's residence, and in which he, the foreman,
livod o'

The mob threatened to hang Col, Wugent and diabolical threats wege
of July lé4th,
made against him. later in the evening, Col. Rugent wired

weshington:

*0ity in intense excitement, Business suspended,
Rioting in every ward., Reecords secure on Governor's
Island excepting eighth and ninth districts; stlll
I think they are safe. Gen'l Wool has now 1000
soldiers, inesdequate, I fear, to repel attacks from
so many different points. It L a spontansous
movement, No orgsnizetion., Principally for
plunder. Mayor's residence burned.® iob more
formideble than yesterdey,*

The folloxing day, July 15th, Ool, Rugent reported:
"Recommended that when order was restored, draft to be
resured ore district at a tiase., It (the riot) hes
now assumed the character of an organized mess of
plunderers and the public generally have lost
sympathy for it,"*
On this date the militis regiments began to return to the city,
together with picked widdle~western troops from the Army of the
Potomse, and order was soon restored. On August 19th the drawings

proceeded peacebly,

Recent research hes shown that these riocts were skilfully
and executed
deaignadAhy Southern agents but at ths time blaae was pleced upon

'the Irish Catholie mob.! A volunteer who served during the first
two days of the riotas, Willlam Qsborn Stoddard, wrotes
"By a little after 1:00 P.M, of Thursday, the work

of distributing the 69th regt. as garrison of e
mizber of lmportent points was completed. Had it
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been in the city on Mondgy, there is no meaner of
doubt but that it would have sided the many Roman
Catholie Irish Metropolitans and their priesthood

in redeeaing that pationality from the disgrece and
opprobrium cast upon it by those who hastily described
the miscellaneous rabble as 'en Irish Oatholic mob.'!
It was this which stung the worthy Arehbishop. 1In
no sense wes there any religion aixed up with these
riots. Nothing but aimless brutality and orime."'+

A more recent writer samd:

"Now York had reason to oppose the drafit, It was

bened upon partiality and its applicstion to New

York w23 unfalr snd lishonsst, I8 an enemy were
trying to stir up discontent he could have conceived

of no memsure 80 guitable as the draft laws as they
were xpkk applied, The poor, who had suffered through
uneanployuent and inflation, were drafted while the

war profiteer was able to pey for exemption er sube
stitutes., Morever, there is no doudt that the

guota for New York wae excessive and that in the
individusl district they wers unfesirly applied.

Inieed Mugent, in charge of the draft in New York City,
had been Colonel of the famous 69th..s/As such he had

a position high in the effections of the New York Irish,
but on Yonday svening, his houase wes destroyed by the
10b and all the sasy movabls articles appropriated,
There were musrous other viotims of Irish blood,.

It was not the Irish as Irish who revolted, but the
penniless Irish laborer who saw his life thrown away

in s cause, abolition, in which he had no interest,fws

In the meantime, Col. Nugent's old reziment, the 69th N.T.Vol-
unteesrs, reduced by casualties to a battalion of two companies,
had played its memorable part in the wheatfield of Gettvsburg and
remained in the field following the rotrograde movement of The Army

of ¥Korhhern Virginia, Numbering 75 men, and under the comasnd of
remnants of the
Captein Richard Moroney, the 5%th, with the, other two New York reg-

* Page 275, The Volcano under the City, by a Volunteer Spenialist,
Y(william Osborn Stoddard. Published 1387 by Pords, Howard & Hulbert.
** Page 104-124, Discontent in New York, 1861-1865, by Brother Lee,
Catholic University of Ameries Press, sopyright 1943,
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iaents of the Irish Brigsde returned to New York in January, 1864,
- to recruit and reorganize, returning to ths front aftsr the thirty
dey furlough, “olonel Nugent remmined in New York on rscruiting
service for the Second srmy Corps in sddition to his duties as
Aesistsnt Provost Marshal until November lat, 1864, when he was
appointed to the command of his old brigade, in compliaace with
8. Os No, 555, Hqa. lst Division, Second Aramy Oorps, dested Qctober |
3lst, 1864.

Upon asauning comasnd, his first order to the brigade wass

*In assuaing command of the 0ld Irish Brigede, it
gives-me much satisfaction to know that, although
fearfully decimated by the cesualties of a ceumpaign
in whieh ite offlcers and soldiers endured, with s
cheerfulness unsurpassed, unususl desngers, hardships,
end privations, they still rmaintain their 0ld rep-
utation for bravery and pstriotism. The record of
the brigade hse been a bright one; it has proved ite
fidelity to the Union by ite courasge and saerifices
on many a battlefield. Never has a regimental eolor
of that organizetion graced the hall of its enemies.
Let the epirit that animmtes the officers sid men of
the present be thet which shall strive to emulate
the deeds of the old bripgade.”

R HoNeRg
Swe further greatndavolved upon Col. Mugent, April Tth, 1865,

merked the lest dey of fighting for the OLD 69th and the Irish Brb=
gade? On thati?ie brigade waa on pieket duty sand had been engaged
with the opposing pickets =tk most of the day, The division was
then commanded by nen, Neleon A. Miles and the Second Qorps by General
Humphries, That afternoon General 3rant seut the first of his three
letters to General lLee demanding the surrender of the Aramy of Northern
rireinla.

Yoeadquarters Arales of the United States

Aoril 7, 1865-5:20 P. 4.

geheral H, E."Lee,
Commanding ©. 3, Army:
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hopelessness of further resistence on the part of the Army of
Northern Virginie in the struggle. I feel that it is so, and regs
it as mv duty to shift from myself the reasponsibility of any furthe
offusion of blood, by askiag of you the surrendsr of that portion
of the C. 8. Arny nbmn as Lhe Argy of Northern Virginia.
Vory resapectfully, your obedient servant,
U, 8. Grant
Lisutenant-Genaral,
Coananding Araies of the United States.
™hie letier was sent to General Humphriea for delivery, in turn sent
to General Nelson A, Miles and then delivered to Qol, Mugent, The latter,
accompanied by hie alde, Captain John Qldershew, passed through hie
brigzade lines, epproncheé the Confederate plckets and duly delivered
the letter to the Confederate major in chargs.
"The letter paased thru my lines under e flag of
truce, and the reply of General Lee was returned
through the same channel,"x
"It was the chance of Gen. Grent riding to the left
to ses Gen'l Sheridan, instead of coming to our
front, where Les expected him, that prevented the

the surrender being mada oi our(your)front "
Letter of Chas, A, Whittler to Gen. Nelaon A. Mileg.®»

FPor his eervices during the war, Colonel Nugeant was brevetted ss
‘fejor in the regular service for gallantry and meritorious service
in the battle of Jaines Mill, Ya., June 27th, 1862, as Lieutenant-
sansxxiColonel for gellant and meritorious service in the battle of
Frederieksburg, Vs., Dec. 13th, 1862, as Solonel for gellant ard
meritorious service in front of Petereburg, Va., April 2nd, 1865,
and s Brigadier-jeuneral of Volunteers ‘fareh 15th. 1805, for gallantry

and weritoricus service during the wer,
*Dage ﬂl. Personel Recollections, General Nelson A Hiles,

The Werner Co., Chicago, New York 1896.
“®xpoge 44, Ibid,
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¥ig neae ie earriad on tho Joner Rell o7 the Fourth (D) Zoap-uy.
o the Tih law Tork, in the officisl “detory oV that ore~nization.
After thae wer, Colonel Yugent ns.uned “is resulecr aruy rascaiwelon
o3 Taptain 15 the 15th Infentry and darinz thie gervica, this rs-iasent
or 1stnchacnbe of lt, =mesged in a Coran wremgzeuen’e #ith the Sioux,
Blooda, Bluckfeet and Plepun Iltans in “orbeng - n° the Dakotss. He
T

. o]
r~8 proaeted to Mxjor in ths Ptk T. 5. Tafentry va June 19ta, 1276,

¢ JRSRE T N D P
vetirad “r_z the - ray on Marrh 200h, 1879 on? “ied 1o Brooxly~, e .,

~a b -t Ed - IR | o ‘:’ﬂ '-;r.’ t.

[V :‘Z . 2—4.«“:“, Z;ta..n ,:‘“]b‘ Q.).Ll.'.t:ﬁzs.. Y‘fatico ‘:"l (¥ ~,;y38.€»» i! J‘LS IS ar
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Tigeg. Tume Tlat, 931, re 21

Bvt, Bg. Gen'l Robert Musant died at his home

3%2 HAeDonough St., brooklvn, lset nignt. A

oancer, ~avsed by a bullet wound in the stommch.

while {» ecommnd of his regiment, tne 69tn N.Y.Vols.

wa= the cause of hie death. Althe the genersl

had been 11l for aore than ten yoars he had been

ron®ined to his bed but for two months.....A short

time sfter thie battle he wss sent home to resuperste.

He started to return to the front t» rejoi~ his regiment
but was informed that he hed been eppointed Provost
Marghal for the Southern Diastrict of New York.....

The wrath of the mob turned sgainct hla pereonally

2ad his home was burned down to the ground. His wife

and children had & narrow escare from the hands of the
riotere,

In 1865 after the 69th had been mustered ocut of service,
Gene Wugent rejoinad nis reginent, the 13th Infantry. He
served with this regiment until 1876 when he wsa made a major
and traneferred “o the 24th regiment. In these two regiments
he gained a reputation as an Indlen fighters In 1879 he
retired from the sarvice and had lived in Wew York ever
ginca. He lesves s widow, three daughters sand one son.
He wlll be burisd st the National Cemetery at Cypress
Hille, according to o wish expressed before his death.

He wag a menher of Lafavstite Post, 3.A.R., of the War
Yeterans Asen. of the 7th Regt. sand en honorary ueaber

of the Qld Guerd.
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THE SIXTY-VINTH NEY YORK VTOLUNTZERS.
The 81d A9th,

Then the §0th jiew York 3*ate Guard was mustered out of Federal
serviee on Auguast 3rd, 1301, a large majority of its meuders voluntesrcd
for a period of three years, foraing the nucleus of the 67th Hegiasnt
of Wolunteers, recruited under speeial authority froa the War Departe
ment, turned over to the state September 2nd, 1861, and oréanized as
the First Regiment of the Irish Brigade, Noveaber 2nd, 1861.

The term, Irish Brigade, owes its origin to the arrival in PFrence
in 1691 of five regiments of infantry, under the command of Lord
Mounteashel, Lord Olare, the Honoursbls Arthur Dillon, and 8ol.
Flelding, and its strength estimsted at 2013 officers and men.

Betwesn the arrival of this brigade and the year 1745, thousends of
Irishzen died in the service of France., In Noveubsr 1803, the First
Oonsul decreed the formetion of an Irish Legion, composed of Irish
exiles or sone of Irishmen born in Frence, This Legion followed

the fortunes of Napoleon in Holland, Portugal, Spain and Germany

and was diesolved with the fall of the Empire, Other Irish regiments
served in the Spanish Netherlande in 1652 under the command of

Marshal Turenue and the Duke of Lorraine.*

The new 69th wags mustered in the gervice of the United Stetes
between Septomber Tth and Noveuber 17th, 1861, The majority of
ths men wers recrulted in New York Clty, Qompany D principally in
Chicago, Ill, Company F partly in Brooklyn, ¥N. 7., and Company X

partly at Buffale, N, Y.

*0'Hart, Irikh Pedigrees, P, furphy and Son, New York, 1315,
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Ae oreviously mentioned, Robert Nugent was comnlasioned Colenel
of the regiment when Brigsdisr~jeneral Thomae Francis Meagher recelived
hig commission in that grzde,

Captain Jemes Xelly was muistered in aes Lieutenant—flolonel and
wag to render ocapable and di-tinguiahod aservice, He was rewarded
with a eaptain's commission in the regulur smxwizm aray by Col.
¥. T. Sherman for his services at Bull Run and assigned to the
16th U, 8. Infantry from which he obtained leave of absence, He
was 34 years of age,

Captain James Cavanagh of the 69th WMilitla wes mustered in with
the rank of Major, Noveaber 8th, 1861, date of commission December
20th, 1861, with rank from November 2nd, 156l. YWounded in asction
at FPredericksburg December 13th, 1862, he would be honorsbly discharzed
for diesbility as 2 result of this wound, and was to give subsegquent
service in the £9th Wilitia, He wan likewise 34 years of age,

1st Lieut. James J. Smith, 69th Militie, wes mmmx mustered in as
lst Lieutensnt and Adjutant, November 8th, 1861, He was wounded
in section Auguet 25th, 1864, at Resu's Station, was mustered out
November 9th, 18064, nesr Petersburg, Va,, reenrolled and mustered in
a8 Lieutenant-Colonel February 1l6th, 1865. [For his dietinguished
cervice, he was bravettsd Colonel of United States Volunteers, from
April 2th, 1865, Lisu:, Smith was 29 years of agze.

On the non=oommisasioned ataff, and to be comauissioned later, was
Quartormaster 3ergeant Patrick Buckley, Aged 6. Destined to meet a
soldier's fate on the fisld in front of Merye's Heights, he would

write an enr’c chepter in the history of ths Cic CYll,



